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Abstract

Nutrient recovery and recycling are essential for reducing nutrient losses, improving resource efficiency
and restoring the ecological status of the Baltic Sea. Despite growing knowledge and a shared policy
framework provided by the Baltic Sea Regional Nutrient Recycling Strategy, implementation remains
challenging. Available solutions and evidence are often dispersed across projects and sectors, while
limited institutional capacity and resources constrain their uptake in national and regional policymaking.
Therefore, a dedicated platform “CirCan” was established as a part of the international project
“Capacities for Nutrient Circularity in the Baltic Sea Region” finances by Interreg Baltic Sea. CirCan
platform aims to bridge this implementation gap by consolidating and transferring knowledge generated
by recent Interreg, Horizon Europe and national initiatives. The platform brings together evidence on
recycled nutrient markets, enabling policy and economic instruments, and the environmental and social
benefits and trade-offs associated with nutrient circularity. Rather than generating knowledge in
isolation, it focuses on making existing results more accessible, comparable and actionable for public
authorities. The platform is expected to strengthen institutional capacity and improve the use of existing
knowledge across the Baltic Sea region. By supporting more coherent and evidence-based approaches
to nutrient circularity, it contributes to closing nutrient cycles, reducing nutrient losses to the
environment, improving the health of the Baltic Sea and supporting more sustainable and resilient

agricultural systems.
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